
The way you say “come here” should be clear, 
compelling, and consistent. It may help to up 
your volume a bit above normal levels. Drawing out 
your words (e.g. “come hereee...”) makes them easier to 
deliver in a sing-song and upbeat  manner than 
“come” alone. A longer cue gives distracted dogs an 
extra moment to pivot their attention onto you, too. 
People generally find it easier to vocalize “hereee...” in a 
higher pitch, as well, thereby making themselves more 
inviting and non-threatening. With a jovial tone, a 
shortened phrase, like “c’mere,” can be plenty effective. 

Use the recall term only when your dogs are likely to 
pay attention. If they’re too distracted or distant when 
you say the cue and consequently ignore you, your 
words are devalued, or worse, rendered meaningless. 
You can work from a greater distance and among 
distractions later, raising your expectations gradually 
and reverting to easier contexts when your dog fails to 
take a quick, beeline path over to you. If your dog’s 
response is currently inconsistent at best, consider 
starting fresh with a new recall term and begin the 
training process anew. You could also employ a whistle.

“Max, come here!”

Saying your dog’s name 
should mean, “Hey you, time
to listen up...” or,  “I see you,” 
but it also tends to suggest  
“move toward me,” unless a
recall cue follows it to clarify 
that distinction. You’re aiming
to be equally effective when
calling out, “... wait,” or  “sit!”
  

Think of distance and 
distractions as variables 
that you aim to introduce 
separately, to the extent
possible, as you embark on
formal recall training. For
example, when moving into 
distracting surroundings, 
refrain from calling your dog 
from farther away than you 
have before or usually do. 

You can also use a visual 
signal** to ask your dog 
to come, but avoid saying
your cue and showing the
signal at precisely the same 
time. When we speak and 
gesture simultaneously, 
dogs tend to tune into one 
and overlook the other. If 
you ‘skip a beat’ in between, 
the verbal cue and the visual
signal become ‘synonymous’ 
and you’ll soon be able to 
use them interchangeably. 

This process should be FUN, above all, since dogs are 
basically after a good time. The more game-like the 
training experience, the more success you’ll enjoy in 
daily life when calling your dog. For starters, you can 
try jogging backwards*as you cheerfully say your 
dog’s name followed by the cue (”come here”), 
as if inviting him/her to chase you. Few pups can resist!

Early on, you should begin praising your dogs as soon as 
they start heading over to you, the instant they begin their 
approach. Feel free to repeat encouraging ‘support 
words’ like “good...” over and over, as long as you're liking 
the behaviors you’re seeing. Assuming they seem on track 
to finish the task, you can even use a marker*** as they 
get closer and then deliver the treat near your core, upon 
making contact. In new or highly distracting contexts, and 
when training beginners, it can help to mark the initial 
instant of eye contact, since that’s the first indicator 
that you got their attention. Once your dogs arrive and 
you've made physical contact with their bodies, collars, 
and/or harnesses, it’s time to show your appreciation. 

TRAINING A RELIABLE RECALL

 If your dogs have strong play drives,
try keeping a favorite tug toy at the
ready to lure them toward you and/or
to offer as a reward when they reach 
you. You can use tasty edibles with 
youngsters and newbies likewise, 
especially when you’re competing 
with distractions. 
If your dogs relish 
tactile praise, don’t 
hold back. Please
have at least 10 to 
15 seconds of love 
to give after every 
successful recall. 
  Rewards prove you’re worthwhile. 

Max,
come
here!

skip a beat

* Body language is a prompt that your 
dog naturally understands,
unlike your words! 

*** Use a specific 

marker word  like

 “Yes!” and/or a 

clicker to mean, “You 

did it, dog! You just 

earned this reward!”

Raise your criteria for 

what earns a mark 

and treat bit by bit.   

** The involved and elaborate
gestures of beginner training
    can evolve into simplified
                      hand signals. 
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